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From 27th to29th,May, 2011, the participants of the 2nd International forum on Geoparks from 5 countries gathered in Taining,Fujian Province, China.  The participants discussed developing and preserving our Geoparks and Geo-heritage in sustainable ways. The forum recognized that the Geopark Program initiated by UNESCO is an efficient tool for geo-heritage protection, recreation, education and economic development. The role of capacity building in achieving sustainable development of Geoparks is significant and the potential for capacity building has not been fully realized.
Through exchanging theoretical ideas and practical experience relevant to Geoparks, the participants in the International Forum have attained a common understanding as follows:
● Building educational capacity implies an essential change in educational ideas and the implementation of innovative educational programs and activities in Geoparks.
●Building conservation capacity will require a significant planning effort focused on research and adaptive management innovation to insure sustainability within Geoparks.  
Based on this common understanding, the following goals were proposed to guide the development of specific recommendations.
● To formulate a strategic framework and implementation processes and integrate implementation of the plan of Geopark Sustainable Development by Geopark managers, and to encourage the public to participate in decision-making;
● To cooperate with local schools and develop educational programs for the school students in Geoparks to help them better know their homeland;

● To encourage higher educational and research institutions to provide support for Geoparks, such as educational resources, intellectual attention and technology;
● To develop all kinds of learning materials based on local conditions so as to cultivate people’s understanding of Geoparks;

● To orient recreation programs towards the demands of sustainable development;

● To enhance communication and cooperation among countries and regions in order to strengthen ESD, including establishment of networking and provision of communication; to develop cooperative programs between countries; to build communication mechanisms and regularly hold forums on Geoparks.
Specific Recommendations

Planning

A master plan should be developed for Geoparks that identifies a flexible set of park standards that support the mission of Geoparks. It should include conservation and restoration, education, recreation, and economic development for sustainability.

Conservation

Planning for conservation should include detailed systematic surveys of geologic, biological and cultural features unique to the park. University based research on geology, flora, fauna and water resources of geoparks should be encouraged to insure resources needing protection are identified. Quantitative targets should be established for improving conservation outcomes including water quality, biodiversity, sustainable forest products, local community involvement and outdoor recreational resources. This should involve more than a listing of fauna and flora. It must include asset mapping to document the cultural uniqueness of the park and surrounding environments.  If possible, this inventory should be done before the park is established or relatively early in park operation to establish a baseline upon which to gauge future operations. Planning documents for each park should be specific to each park, taking advantage of and building upon the unique resources of each geopark.
Facilities
The Master Plan should include a detailed comprehensive plan for visitor facilities, road and trail development within each geopark.  These should include prominent entrance signs on major roadways and intersections leading to the parks and clear directions to visitor orientation facilities. Visitor facilities should provide information on the unique attractions of each park, detailed information about access including trail length and difficulty, and “family friendly” bathrooms with accommodations for handicapped visitors and changing tables for families with babies. Appropriate facilities for local artisans and vendors should be planned and provided, as these are an important cultural component of the park experience.  Safety issues, including trail design and development, provision for emergency evacuation, first aid training for employees and volunteers, etc., should be considered. 
Education and Interpretation
A subset of the plan should be tied to educational activities involving project based geography, science, mathematics, communication, arts, culture, and history. These should be tied closely to school standards and curricula. Local and regional knowledge expectations for schools, especially in geography and environmental education, should be addressed within the plan.  Consideration of programs should include day trips, overnight camps, geo/eco camps, etc.  
Educational planning should include: 

Anticipation and planning for the visit to the geopark

Travel to the geopark

Experience at the geopark

Travel from the geopark

Remembering (reminiscing, constructing meaning, reflecting)

Planning for heritage interpretation (non-formal education, information, provocation not directly associated with schools) should be conducted separately from environmental education planning.  Specific themes for each park should be developed to guide marketing, interpretation and economic development.  Current interpretation methods and programs should be evaluated to determine their effectiveness in meeting mission-oriented goals for each park.  Based on this evaluation, high quality, consistent interpretive training should be designed and provided for park guides and others who interact with the public.  Interpretation should be related to park management where appropriate in order to build support for management and sustainability for the park. Local cultural traditions with respect to recycling, conservation, gender roles, family and community needs should be included where possible. Studies to identify natural resource and cultural features appropriate for thematic interpretation should be conducted.
Tourism and Community Involvement
Visitor studies should be initiated to identify what types of people come to the park, what they want from the experience, where they come from, what their needs are and what their level of expenditure and influence is likely to be.  This will be useful in identifying successful themes to guide marketing, interpretation and economic development.
Community-wide planning discussions should be held to identify opportunities for economic development in support of identified themes within each park. An asset based community development map should be prepared. Stakeholders should be identified and their contributions, concerns, investments be acknowledged and documented.  Local ecotourism opportunities should be developed. Local artisans, crafts, and food vendors should be encouraged. Local culture, history and folkways should be made available to visitors (e.g., dance, tea, rural life) to make the visitor experience more personal and to enhance the local economy.
The development of local recreational opportunities that are compatible with, and supportive of, identified themes for each park should be encouraged. Attention should be given to the total recreational experience which might include the geopark as well as other community assets.
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