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Since 2000, geographers and geologists have met on several occasions to discuss the pertinence of an interdisciplinary perspective on Geoparks, linking geo-conservation with endogenous local development. The latter has been one of the topics seriously undertaken by geographers during the last decades. The geographical perspective on Geoparks includes integrating landscape as its main concept; requires a holistic approach and trans-disciplinary research to promote multicultural participatory bridges, and links local knowledge and practice into the research-development agenda. It encourages solid scientific inter-union linkages and focuses on establishing Geoparks in the world. It also promotes the research relations in the world and the exchanges in developing countries and developed countries. 

At the year of 2004, the IGU Executive Committee decided to launch the Commission on Geoparks on 31st IGC, an initiative that could bring a geographical perspective to a developed UNESCO program for the management and protection of the natural and cultural heritage. 

The Commission has had active work; the report summarizes six international meetings, along with comments on organization, governance and newsletters.

1. International meetings
International Forum on Geoparks: Interpretation and Sustainable Development was held successfully at Yuntaishan World Geopark, Xiuwu County, Henan Profvince from  11-14 October,2007 and produced 200 pages’ proceeding.
The forum was co-organized by College of Geography,Beijing Normal University and Xiuwu County government and  Geoparks Commission of IGU.33 experts from 6 countries participated in the forum, such as the President of IGU Prof. Dr. Jose Luis Palacio-Prieto (Mexico), the Vice President of IGU Prof. Dr. Ronald Francis Abler (USA), the Vice President of IGU Prof. Dr. Hiroshi Tanabe (Japan), the Vice President of IGU Prof. Dr. Lindisizwe M. Magi (South Africa), the Secretary –general of IGU Prof. Dr. Woo-ik Yu (South Korea), the Executive Director of the America National Association for Interpretation Dr. Tim Merriman, the Vice Executive Director of the America National Association for Interpretation Ms.Lisa Brochu, the Vice President of IGU Prof. Dr. Liu Changming, Vice president of Geographical Society of China Prof. Dr. Qin Dahe, Prof. Dr. Cui Zhijiu from Peking University, the governor of Xiuwu County Wei Fengshou  and Ms.Chi Jun and so on. Prof.Wang Min chaired the keynote speeches.IGU EC members and members of Commission on Geoparks talked about the future plan and elected the members of steering committee of Geopark Commission. 
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2. Plenary Meeting of Geopark Commission. (St.Louis,March, 2008).  
On March 1st, 2008, the Commission held the executive members' meeting and discussed the work plan and upcoming conferences. 
Time: 9:00am-13:00pm, March 1st,2008
Place: Boardroom in J.C Penny Building in University of Missouri-St.Louis
Topics: work report of IGU Commission on Geoparks
Participants：Duane Fast, Wei，Dongying， James Wilson， Lloyd Richardson, Carole Murphy, Wang Min
1.Work report of IGU Commission of Geoparks
The following issues about the work report were discussed: Vision of IGU-CoG, specific objectives of IGU-CoG, work plan and action plan about the commission. Please see the work report in the attached file.
2. About the The 3rd International UNESCO-Conference on Geoparks
The 3rd International UNESCO-Conference on Geoparks will be held in Osnabrueck,Germany from 22nd to 24th June,2008. All the executive members of IGU-CoG are encouraged to attend it.
3. About the 31st International Geographical Congress
All the executive members and advisors of IGU-CoG are encouraged to attend the 31st International Geographical Congress that will be held in Tunis from 12th to 15th August, 2008. The third formal meeting of CoG will be held then and the formal report will be presented.
4. Bylaws of IGU-CoG
IGU-CoG will abide by the INTERNATIONAL GEOGRAPHICAL UNION
GUIDELINES FOR COMMISSIONS AND STUDY GROUPS and will work out some detailed bylaws for all the members about the future programs and activities. Duane Fast will be responsible for it and will turn it in to the executive members to discuss in the near future.
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3.31th International Geography Congress, Geopark Session in Tunis in August,2008. (Tunis, August 12-15, 2008).  From 12th to 15th, August,2008 the Geopark Session and IGU-COG work meeting was held in tunis, Tunisia during the 31st International Geographical Congress and Dr.Wei,Dongying chaired the session and the executive members and participants discussed the future work plan and the problems and solutions.Dr. Selma ZAIANE gave the presentation: Potential geopark sites in Tunisia: Opportunities for geotourism development, Dr.Wei,Dongying gave the work report of IGU-CoG: Geoparks: New Mission of Geographers, Mr.Karem DASSY's presentation was Contribution méthodo logique à la sélection et à la valorisation des géosites de la région du Jérid. Dr.Carole Murphy presented the contitutions and bylaws of IGU-COG and co-chaired the discussion with Mr.Duane Fast. 

Prof. Hans van Ginkel, former Secratary General of United Nations and Rector of United Nations University, Prof. José Palacio-Prieto, former President of IGU, Prof. Qin Dahe, vice president of IGU, Prof. Hiroshi Tanabe, former vice president of IGU, Prof.Liu Changming, former vice president of IGU,Prof.Anne Buttimer, past president of IGU, Prof.Lindisizwe M. Magi, former vice president of IGU, and the executive members, Prof.Wang Min, Prof.Carole Murphy and Mr.Duane Fast and other participants from Tunisia, Japan and Brazil and Cuba participanted in the Geoparks Session.
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4. The 3rd International Symposium on the Development within Geoparks: Geo-heritage Protection and Cooperation( August 22-25th,2009)
The 3rd International Geoparks Symposium on "Development within Geoparks: Geo‐heritage Protection and Cooperation" attracted over 300 participants, and the Annual Meeting of the Global Geoparks Network Bureau(GGNB) of UNESCO held on 22 August 2009.Dr.Dongying Wei was invited as the representative and met with the GGNB members and the official from UNESCO. Dr.Wei expressed the interest to cooperate with UNESCO and GGNB more closely and talked about the future cooperative plan. 

5. First World Young Earth‐Scientists Congress 2009, Beijing 25‐28 October. 
In observance of the United Nations proclamation of the triennium 2007‐2009 as the International Year of Planet Earth (IYPE), the Young Earth‐Scientist Network, under the patronage of UNESCO, is organizing the First World Congress which is focused on young (under the age of 35) earth scientists,  and earth science professionals. As a co-organizer, Commission on Geoparks donated 800RMB to the WASHING ROCK activities. 

6.4th International UNESCO Confernce on Geoparks, KangkawI, Malaysia, 9-15th,2010.
The 4th International UNESCO Conference on Geoparks 2010 are held in Langkawi Global Geopark, MALAYSIA and at the same time the Commission steering committee meeting was also held here. Dr.Dongying Wei,Prof.Changming Liu, Mr.Duane Fast, Prof.Nicrous Zuros, Prof.Wolfgang Eder participated the steering committee meeting on April 11th. The work was summarized and planed the recent future work, especially the planery meeting that will be held from 9h to 13th, June,2010 in Beijing and Taining World Geopark. 
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Organisation. The Commission has developed a website that is available as a repository for papers on Geoparks. The site was developed and is maintained by Dr.Dongying Wei, and it marks a significant development in the organisational structure of the Commission. The website will be updated recently and more information on Geoparks and electronic journal will be available at www.igu-cog.org. 

Governance. The processes operated by the Commission follow the IGU Statutes and objectives (http://www.igu-net.org/uk/igu.html). The governance of the Commission is promoted through the adherence to the IGU's Guidelines for Commissions and Study Groups .

Newsletters. The Commission is in irregular contact with steering committee members through an e-mailed newsletter. The distribution list and organisation of the Newsletter is managed by Dongying Wei. There have been six of these newsletters distributed in the 2007-2009 period.

Work Plan for 2010-2011
Commission (2010–2011) will focus on the development of comparative studies on Geoparks, tourism and corresponding social, economic, environmental and political change and will concentrate on the communication and transfer of research results in policy relevant terms to policy makers and industry as well as continuing the scientific publishing programme of the Commission. The Commission therefore seeks to continue its activities for the next four years as outlined in relation to its existing objectives. The planned activities are as the following.
The forthcoming IGU-COG executive members meeting will be in Beijing from 9th to 12th,June,2010. 

International Forum on Geopark: Education and Sustainable Development in Geoparks will be held in Taining world Geopark, China at the end of 2010. More details about it will be informed shortly by emails and website. 

	Activity
	Responsibility
	Comments

	Updating the website of Commission on Geoparks
	
	In order to meet the objectives of the COG, namely, to educate others about Geoparks, the site will have 3 major sub Areas

	SubArea 1: Research on Geoparks
	
	

	· Encourage submission of research by interested researchers
Researchers (both from the Commission and others)
  (place complimentary request for submissions in journal, newsletters, etc of IGU and other organizations)
	Commission members & advisors

Target: 6 months
	* Articles submitted and reviewed by the Commission.
* Fee for submission for possible publication on the site will be $100
* Quarterly update with articles listed by quarter.
*Manuscript specifications and directions on the site.

	
	
	

	SubArea 2: Geopark Highlights
	Webmaster
Target: 3 months
	Geoparks will be encouraged to develop a short (15-20 minute) video highlighting their park including where it is and how to get there.
Directions for contacting the park
Contact info for Tour directors also available 
An annual fee of $200 for putting their video on site

	SubArea 3: Geopark Forum (discussion board)
	Commission members
Target: 6 months
	Maintain a forum for discussion of issues about Geoparks
Could include updates from members about activities upcoming at their Geopark
No charge, but must log in with email address and password

	Development of corporate Sponsors for COG
	
	

	Corporate sponsors such as BP, Texaco, Exxon, Toyota, Mercedes, GM, Sanyo, Gucci,   etc
	
	* A corporation can be a sponsor of the site with their logo on all main and subarea pages with links to their website with the proviso that the site must have a description of how they are addressing environmental issues and sustainable development activities
* Highlight list of corporate sponsors

	
Brochure 




	
Commission
	Develop brochure outlining
* Info on the website of IGU-COG
* Identify benefits of being a sponsor (number of members, etc)
* Identify the cost, who to contact, what is required, etc

	
Developing Electronic Journal

	Commission
	COG plans to start a online journal name COG-NATE, new academic  thoughts on experience which focuses on the experiential education, environmental education, interpretation and geography education.


Members of the Steering Committee, 2008 -2012(more details in the annex)
	Ms. Wei,Dongying
	China 
	Weidy@bnu.edu.cn 

	Prof. Lloyd Richardson(Treasurer)
	USA
	drloyd@sbcglobal.net

	Dr.Thandi Nzama
	South Africa
	atnzama@pan.uzulu.ac.za

	Prof.Wolfgang Eder
	Germany 
	w.eder-geo@hotmail.de

	Prof.Nickolas Zouros
	Greece 
	nzour@aegean.gr

	Mr. Duane Fast 
	Canada 
	dfast@artcrft.com

	Prof. Wang Min(Secretary) 
	China 
	wangmin@bnu.edu.cn 

	Prof. Carole Murphy
	USA 
	carole@umsl.edu

	Prof. Peter Bobrowsky

	Canada
	pbobrows@nrcan.gc.ca



	Annex:2008-2012 Executive Members of  Geopark Commission

	Chair 
Dr.Wei,Dongying 
Beijing Normal University 
College of Geography 
No.19 Xinjiekouwai Street,Haidian District,Beijing, China,100875
Tel: +86 10 58807455-1631
Fax: +86 10 58836093 
E-mail:weidy@bnu.edu.cn; donawei@gmail.com
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	Advisor
Prof. José Luis Palacio-Prieto 
National University of Mexico 
Ciudad Universitaria 
Mexico DF 4510, Mexico Tel: +52 5 623 0230 
Fax: +52 5 16 01 55 
E-mail: palacio@servidor.unam.mx 
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	Advisor 
Professor Hiroshi Tanabe 
Teikyo University, Faculty of Economics 
Otsuka 359, Hachioji-shi 
Tokyo 192-0395 Japa Tel:+81-426-78-3998 
Fax:+81-42-582-2845 
Email: XLH02561@nifty.ne.jp 
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	Advisor
Prof. James H.Wilson
221 J. C. Penney Building 
University of Missouri-St. Louis
One University Boulevard,St. Louis , MO 63121,USA Tel: +1 314-516-5973
Fax: +1 314-516-6414
E-mail: wilsonjh@umsl.edu 
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	Executive Members of 2008-2012 Commission 

	Treasurer 
Prof.Lloyd Richardson 
College of Education 
University of Missouri-St.Louis 
311 Marrilac Hall, One University Blvd.St.Louis,MO,63121
United States 
Tel:314 516 5095 
Fax:314 516 5742 
lloyd_richardson@umsl.edu 
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Executive Secretary 
Prof.Wang Min 
College of Geography 
Beijing Normal University 
No.19 Xinjiekouwai Street,Haidian District,Beijing, China,100875
Tel: +86 10 58807455-1631
Fax: +86 10 58836093 
E-mail:wangmin@bnu.edu.cn
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	Dr Thandi Nzama 
Centre for Recreation and Tourism 
University of Zululand 
Private Bag X1001, KWA DLANGEZWA, 3886 
SOUTH AFRICA Emal: atnzama@pan.uzulu.ac.za
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	Prof.Nickolas Zouros
Applied Geomorphology and Environmental Geology Lab. Department of Geography,University of the Aegean Add:,University Hill,Mytilene GR-81100 HELLAS (GREECE) Tel. - Fax: +30-22510-36431 Mobile : +30 - 6973692079 e- mail : nzour@aegean.gr 
  
	 

	Prof.Wolfgang Eder 
Past UNESCO Director "Earth Sciences" 
Member of UNESCO's Honorary Committee on Geoparks
Dept. Earth Sciences, Geology, Univ. Munich, Luisenstrasse 37, 80333 Muenchen, Germany Tel. +4989 8986 8988 
w. eder -geo@hotmail.de 
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	Prof.Carole Murphy 
Past Chair of Missouri Geography Alliance 
University of Missouri 
259 Marrilac Hall, One Univeristy Blvd. St.Louis,MO,63121,USA . Tel:1-314-516-5792 Fax:1314-516-5742 Email: carole@umsl.edu
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	Peter Bobrowsky
Geological Survey of Canada 
601 Booth Street 
Ottawa, Ontario 
Canada K1A 0E8 
Telephone: +1 (613) 947-0333 
Fax: +1 (613) 992-0190 
Email: pbobrows@nrcan.gc.ca
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	Duane Fast 
Member of UNESCO's Honorary Committee on Geoparks
#112-1533 Broadway Street, Port Coquitlam, B.C., Canada Tel. (604) 552-1055 Fax: (604) 552-1065 
Email: dfast@artcrft.com 
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Dongying Wei
Chair, 2008-2012 Commission on Geoparks
11April, 2010
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